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HATSOEVER: the engel of people | Ek 
may think, it is certain that Opinion is | 
not ot Retightn © no, not right opinion, aſſent to one, | 
or to ten thouſand truths“ There is a wide dif- 
ference Between them: even right opinion is as. | 
diſtant from. religion as the eaſt is from the weft. NS 
Perſons may be JURY right in their opinions, and . 
85 have 10 religion at all. And on the other 
and, perſons may be truly religious Who holde 
many Wrong opinions, Can any one ele 5 
doubt of this, Uhle there are Romanifts in the 
world? For who can deny, not only 3 many 50 5 
ol them formerly have been truly eelipious, xo ES 
Thomas d Rem 17 5 Gre gory L ez, and the Marquis E 
de Renty,) but that . * them, even at his 
day, are teal, in ward Brittlans f And yet What Nats 
an He; of ertonebus opinigns do they hold, dale. 
livered. A en thei r fathers ? 8 2 3 
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who can doubt of it, while there are Catviniſts in 


— 


the world? Aſſertors of abſolute Predeſtination ? 
For wWwho will dare to affirm that none of theſe are 


truly religious men? Not only many of them 
in the laſt century were burning and ſhinin 
lights, but many of them are now real Chriſtian 


loving God and all mankind, And yet what are 
all the abſurd opinions of all the Romaniſts in the 
- world, compared to that one, That the God of 
Love, the wiſe, juſt, merciful Father of the ſpirit 


of all fleſh, has from all eternity fixt an abſolute, 
unchangeable, irreſiſtible decree, that part of man. 
kind ſhall be ſaved, do what they will, and the 
reſt damned, do what they can! 15 


cConſiderate man will think and let think. But 
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there are ſome truths, more important than others, 
It ſeems there are ſome which are of_deep impor- 


| tance. I do not term them fundamental truths; 
becauſe that is an ambiguous word: and hence 
there have been. ſo many warm diſputes, about 
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5 is of im ortance, 


at all, have utterly loſt their way: have above all 
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2. Hence we cannot but infer, that there are 
ten thouſand miſtakes, which may conſiſt with 
real religion: with regard to which every candid, 
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ether perſons hurt the cauſe, Which they; intended 


was in an evil hour, that theſe explainers Be- 
gan their fruitleſs work. I infiſt upon no expli-- | 
cation at all; Ino, not even on the beſt I ever 


ſaw j I mean that which is given us in the Creed 


commonly aſcribed to St. Athangafmm T am far 
from faying, He who does not affent to this, 
« Shall without, doubt periſti everlaſtingly.” For 


the ſake of that and another clauſe, I for ſome 
time ſcrupled ſubſcribing to that Creed: till 11 
conſidered, 1. That theſe ſentences only relate 
to wilfut, not involuntary unbelievers: to thoſe: 


who having/all the means of knowing the truth, 


_ nevertheleſs Obſtinately reject it: 2, That they 
_ relate only to the 1 of the doctrine there 


delivered; not the philoſophical iHuftrations-of it. 
ET, : „„ as IE +, | ” ; FRY f +8. N 15 


4. I dare not inſiſt upon any one's uſing the 
word Trinity or Perſon. I ufe them myſelf With - 
out any ſeruple, becauſe 1 know of none bettet. 
But if any man has any ſeruple concerning them, 


ho ſhall conſttain him to uſe them? I Cannot; 
much lefs would I burn à man alive, and that 


with moiſt,” green wood, for ſaying, „ Though: 
Ubelievs the Fathet is Cody the Son is God, and 
the Holy» Ghoſt is God, yet I ſcruple uſing. the 


words, Trinity and Perſons, becauſe I do not findi 
_ thoſe terms in che Bible.“ Theſe are the words. 


which merciful. n Calvin eites as wrote by Ser- 


vetus in à letter to himfelf, I Would inſiſt only on 


the direct words unexplainedy juſt as they lie in 


the text, There are Three that bear record in heaven, 
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the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghft : aud theſe. 
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5. © As they lie in the text: - But Here ariſes a 


8 queſtion, Is that text genuine P- Was it originally 7% 


written by med oſtlé, or inſerted. in later: ages? 


ted of this: arid itr patticular that: 
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ghgrexeat light of the Chriſtian Church, lately re. 
A -. moved to the church abeve, Bengelius, the moſt 
Pious, the moſt judicious, and the moſt laborious, 
of all the modern commentators, on the New 
5 © Teſtament.” For ſome time he ſtood in doubt of 
its authenticity, becauſe it is wanting in many of 
| the ancient copies. But his doubts Were removed 
by three conliderations: 1. That though it is 
Wanting in many copies, yet it is found in more, 
"FOE __ and thoſe, copies of the greateſt authority: 
Fo 2. That it is cited by a Whole train of ancient 
- ÞIriters,, from the time of St. John to that of Con- 
| »flantine.. This argument is concluſive: for they 
cCc̃oᷓuld not have cited it, had it not then been in 
ttztße faered canon. g. That %e can eaſily account 
for its being after that tim wanting in many 
copies; when We remember, that Conſtantine's 
ſucceſſor was a zealous Arian, who had uſed every 
maeeans to promote his bad cauſe, to ſpread Arian- 
iim throughout the empire: in particular, the 
| © eraſing this text out of as many copies as fell into 
his hands. And he ſo yd eg that the 
age in which he lived, is commonly called Secu- 
um Arianum, the Arian Age: there being then 
only one eminent man, who oppoſed him at the 
peril of his life. So that it was a proverb, Atha- 
naſtus Kontra mundum Athanaſius againſt the 
c FIT oor ES TIES Fes - 149% ö 
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6. But whatever becomes of the text, we can- 
not believe what we cannot comprehend. When 
therefore you require us to believe myſteries, we 

Pray you to have us excuſed.” 
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Here is a two- fold miſtake, 1. We do not 
' ..* require you, to believe any myſtery in this. But 
2. You do already believe many things which you 
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J. To begin with the latter. You do already be- 


| -  lieve many things which r. 
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1 at os PRA; is a . your. he PEEL 
But, herber, he. ſtands ſtill in the midſt of his 
ſyſtem, or not only revolves. on his, own, , . 
but rejoiceth . as a. 1 to run has. courſe ; Sean >. 
cannot comprehend either one or the other, 
How, he moves, or how he reſts, By, what wer, 
what natural, mechanical power, is he u e 
the fluid ether? . You cannot deny the. yet © 
you cannot account for it, ſo as to ſatisfy a ra- 
tional enquirer. vou may indeed give us the hy- 
potheſis of Ptolemy, Tycho Brahe, Copernicus, and . 
twenty more. I have read them over and over . 
am 1 them: 1 care not- three, firaws for them 
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« 1 ſolution but once . EF 
New change of terms, at bee words: 


; In other garb. my 8 Lie. = ; 
: And aka. WHAM the very ſame 4 gave.“ . : 
Sul 1 ale. The fact you believer von W j 
e | * f But the W you cannot comprehend, | 
8 . | 
n 8. £7 er there is ſuch : a thing As Lig he | 
e whethi% flowing from the Sun, or any other 47 : 1 
A nous body. But you cannot comprehend either | 
bo its nature, or the manner wherein it flows. Hoy | 
does it move from Jupiter to the Earth i in eight 

8 minutes, two hundred thouſand miles in a mo- 

n- ment? How do the rays of the candle brought 

en into the room, inſtantly diſperſe into every cor- 


ner? Again. Here are three cat 11 N yet there 


is but one light. 4 8 Lwilh ex 7 = 9 
i Tr as an . 1 
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ou boih N en s garment, and. bo 
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